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Jakub Kociubinski
University of Wroctaw, Poland
jakub.kociubinski@uwr.edu.pl

Between Inaction and a Retaliatory Spiral - Challenges in Applying the
Foreign Subsidies Regulation to Chinese Businesses in the European
Union

Mitigating the negative effects of foreign subsidies on the internal market has been high on the Eu-
ropean Union's economic agenda. The European Commission argues that non-EU undertakings
receiving support from their home governments derive a competitive advantage over Europe-
an businesses that must operate within the tight corset of State aid rules. To that end, the Foreign
Subsidies Regulation (FSR) was adopted as a unilateral instrument for situations in which multi-
lateral or bilateral consensus on subsidy disciplines fails. The FSR allows the imposition of redres-
sive measures on foreign companies operating in the Union to counterbalance the distortive
effects of the subsidies they receive. By analysing ongoing investigations concerning Chinese busi-
nesses, this presentation focuses on the principal political and legal issues associated with the FSR.

Rafal Wilczopolski
Warsaw School of Economics, Poland

rwilczo@sgh.waw.pl

Changes in the import of goods from Russia by Asia-Pacific countries
after the Russian invasion of Ukraine

Asia-Pacific countries are important participants in global trade. They are primarily among the world’s
leading exporters, but their share of imports is also significant. China, Japan, and South Korea alone
account for approximately 16.5% of global imports. Therefore, it can be hypothesized that the pur-
chase of goods abroad by the Asia-Pacific region could significantly impact the trade and payment sit-
uation of other countries. On February 24, 2022, Russia launched its aggression against Ukraine. In re-
sponse to the invasion, many countries — primarily the United States and the EU — imposed economic
sanctions on Russia. It was assumed that the ban on the import of refined petroleum products made
from Russian crude oil and originating from third countries would be particularly painful for Russia,
as foreign sales of such products account for approximately 40% of Russia’s total exports. Three years
later, there’s a widespread belief that the sanctions banning imports from Russia haven't had the in-
tended effect. While Russian exports, estimated at around $500 billion in 2021, have fallen to around
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$400 billion in 2024, this represents a decline of only 20%. The purpose of this study is to analyze im-
ports from Russia to the Asia-Pacific region before and after the Russian invasion of Ukraine. This is
to determine which countries complied with sanctions imposed by the United States and the Euro-
pean Union and which intensified trade with Russia during this period. For countries that significant-
ly increased imports from Russia, the commodity composition of these imports will be analyzed.

Gabriel Kowalik
University of Warsaw, Poland
g.kowalik3@student.uw.edu.pl

China’s role in the new phase of the civil war in Myanmar

The presentation will address China’s involvement in the new phase of the civil war in Myanmar (from
the military coup in 2021 to the present) between the military junta and ethnic armed organisations
as well as Burmese People’s Defence Force. As an introduction to the topic, the importance of Myan-
mar itself for China will be outlined, including in the context of economic relations, key infrastructure
projects, and the stability of the socio-political situation in Yunnan. For a better understanding of Chi-
na's current role in Burmese politics, the presentation will briefly delineate the recent evolution of these
bilateral relations, starting with Beijing’s attitude towards Aung San Suu Kyi's government, continuing
with the PRC’s approach to the 2021 coup, the military junta and the National Unity Government, and
ending with the current pressure exerted on ethnic armed organisations to agree to a ceasefire and
the China’s growing involvement on junta’s side. By the use of the examples of the genesis of Oper-
ation 1027 in 2023 and Beijing’s relations with the Kachin Independence Army, Ta'ang National Liber-
ation Army and Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army, the author will present Beijing’s influ-
ence on the Burmese-Chinese borderland and the ethnic armed organisations operating there, thereby
also on the dynamics of the ongoing conflict. The above instances epitomise all the most important
policies pursued by the PRC towards Myanmar (dualism of relations; maintaining Myanmar in a state
of ‘stable instability’; acting as an arbiter between the Burmese centre and the ethnic peripheries).
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Andzelika Kuznar
Warsaw School of Economics, Poland

akuzna@sgh.waw.pl

Decent work in East Asia: opportunities and challenges of the services
sector

The rapid shift from agriculture and manufacturing toward services is reshaping labor mar-
kets in East Asia. While the services sector offers new opportunities for growth and employment,
the quality of these jobs remains uncertain. This paper examines the role of services in advanc-
ing Sustainable Development Goal 8 (decent work and economic growth) across thirteen East
Asian countries. Drawing on statistical evidence and case studies, it highlights persistent chal-
lenges such as informality, gender inequality, youth exclusion, and the rise of platform-based
work. The analysis stresses that growth in services alone is insufficient; policies and institutions
must ensure that service-led development translates into decent, inclusive, and sustainable work.

Malgorzata Bartosik-Purgat

Wiktoria Rakowska, Tomasz Grzegorczyk
Poznan University of Economics and Business, Poland
malgorzata.bartosik-purgat@ue.poznan.pl

Do Hofstede’s Cultural Dimensions Still Hold? Evidence from Youth
Samples across Poland, South Korea and the United States

This study examines the current relevance of Hofstede's cultural dimensions among young consumers,
highlighting generational shifts and the need for validation of measurement in cross-cultural research.
Hofstede's original framework, developed using data from the 1960s and 1970s, may not accurately rep-
resent today’s globally connected youth. Data were collected via a CAWI survey from university students
in Poland, South Korea, and the United States, employing adapted Hofstede-based questionnaires that
measured six dimensions: IDV, UAI, PWD, MA, TO, and IVR. Multi-group confirmatory factor analysis (CFA)
with the MLR estimator tested configural, metric, scalar, and strict invariance. Results indicated a good
model fit, full support for configural and metric invariance, and partial scalar invariance, enabling cau-
tious cross-cultural mean comparisons. Mean score analysis showed that U.S. respondents scored highest
in IDV and TO, and lowest in UAI and PWD; Korean respondents scored highest in UAl and PWD, and low-
estin IDV; Polish respondents scored highest in MA and IVR, with moderate scores on most other dimen-
sions. MA and IVR were the most psychometrically stable dimensions across cultures, while IDV and UAI
exhibited greater variability. These findings affirm the robustness of Hofstede's framework but highlight
the importance of culturally and generationally adapting measurement tools for research and practical
applications in marketing, management, and intercultural communication targeting youth segments.
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Annatozowicka

Barbara Bedowska-Sdjka

Poznan University of Economics and Business, Poland
anna.lozowicka@ue.poznan.pl

Evaluating the Efficiency of Europe and Asia Trade Networks: A Two-
Stage SNA-DEA Approach

The study investigates how efficiently selected European and Asian countries transform their econom-
ic potential - measured by GDP per capita, trade openness, and FDI inflows per capita - into their po-
sitions within international trade networks. By applying Data Envelopment Analysis (DEA), the re-
search evaluates the relative efficiency of countries in converting these economic inputs into network
centrality outcomes (strength, eigenvector, and closeness) obtained through Social Network Anal-
ysis (SNA). The analysis is conducted separately for export and import networks, offering a compara-
tive perspective on how economic fundamentals shape countries’ roles in global trade structures.

Marceli Hazta

Dawid Cherubin

Poznan University of Economics and Business, Poland
marcelihazla@gmail.com

Factors shaping the investment attractiveness of Asian countries in
the perception of Polish entrepreneurs

East and Southeast Asia is playing an increasingly important role in the global economy — according to
forecasts, by 2050, countries in this region will generate over 50% of global GDP. For Poland, this rep-
resents a significant opportunity to diversify its trading partners and take advantage of the so called
‘Asian Century'by developing economic, cultural and, in selected cases, military cooperation with Asian
partners.In this context, a study was conducted using the TISM (Total Interpretive Structural Model-
ling) methodology, based on responses from experts from 25 companies. Experts had to be employed
(currently or in the past) by companies belonging to section C (industry) of the Polish Classification of
Activities, and have at least 10 years of professional experience. The aim of the study was to identify
perceived investment risk in the context of FDI flows. The following factors were examined: Property
Rights, Ownership Structure, Human Capital, Infrastructure, Culture, Language, Brand Capital, and Polit-
ical Tensions. All eight factors were included in a hierarchical model divided into three levels: P1, P2 and
P3. Respondents indicated that the key factor influencing Poland’s trade with Asia is F7 (Brand Capital),
placed at the highest level (P3). This factor has both a direct and indirect impact on the factors at level
P2: F6 (Language), F5 (Culture) and F3 (Human Capital). These, in turn, affect the basic level (P1), which
includes: F1 (Property Rights), F2 (Ownership Structure), F4 (Infrastructure) and F8 (Political Tensions).
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Kamil Golemo
Maria Curie-Sktodowska University, Poland
kamil.golemo@mail.umcs.pl

From Megaconstellations to Lunar Bases: The Geo-Economic Stakes of
Space in the Indo-Pacific Order

The Indo-Pacific has become the central arena of global economic and strategic transformations. While de-
bates on regional security have largely focused on maritime trade routes and supply chains, a parallel shift
is taking place in outer space. The rapid expansion of megaconstellations in low Earth orbit and emerging
plans for lunar infrastructures are not merely technological achievements; they are geo-economic instru-
ments that directly affect connectivity, critical infrastructure, and strategic alignments in the Indo-Pacific.
Outer space and the Indo-Pacific are increasingly interwoven, with developments in one domain shaping
outcomes in the other. By applying a driver-mapping approach, the analysis traces how underlying eco-
nomic, technological, political, and regulatory dynamics link terrestrial supply chains to orbital networks
and future cislunar logistics. This perspective highlights the Indo-Pacific not only as a theatre of maritime
and economic competition, but also as the backbone of space infrastructures that will define global power
balances. Understanding these interconnections is essential to anticipate how the geo-economic stakes
of space will reshape the Indo-Pacific order. Decisions made in the coming decade—whether in region-
al alliances, industrial policies, or space governance—will reverberate far beyond Earth orbit, influencing
both the trajectory of U.S.—China competition and the strategic options available to Indo-Pacific states.

Saheli Chattaraj
Somaiya Vidyavihar University, India

saheli@somaiya.edu

India - China Relations and Regional Balancing in the Indo-pacific

India-China relations have become a defining variable in the strategic landscape of the Indo-Pacif-
ic, where economic interdependence intersects with intensifying geopolitical competition. Both In-
dia and China occupy pivotal positions in the Global South, shaping norms of development, con-
nectivity, and South-South cooperation, yet their divergent regional visions, China's expansive Belt
and Road Initiative (BRI) and India’s advocacy of a free, open, inclusive, and rules-based Indo-Pacif-
ic, frame emerging patterns of regional balancing. As global economic restabilization increasing-
ly depends on resilient supply chains, maritime security, and multilateral cooperation, the trajectories
of these two Asian powers hold significant implications for global governance and strategic stabili-
ty. This study examines how India’s partnerships, including the Quad, ASEAN outreach, and minilater-
al platforms, and China's economic statecraft and military modernization influence the Indo-Pacific’s
balance of power, while also assessing how their competing roles in the Global South shape region-
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al alignments, economic networks, and security architectures. It addresses the central puzzle of how
two states with deep economic linkages and shared positioning as leaders of the Global South can si-
multaneously collaborate in multilateral platforms and engage in competitive balancing in the In-
do-Pacific, and what this duality means for regional order and global economic stability. Guided by
research questions on evolving role conceptions, strategies of regional balancing, impacts on eco-
nomic restabilization, and the influence of domestic priorities on external behavior, the study hypoth-
esizes that India’'s and China’s parallel rise within the Global South intensifies strategic competition in
the Indo-Pacific as both seek normative and strategic primacy, yet this rivalry coexists with selective
cooperation driven by economic interdependence and shared interests in global economic stability.

He Ming, Simon Rudkin, Yang Chen
Xi'an Jiaotong-Liverpool University, China
ming.he@xjtlu.edu.cn

Manufacturing productivity in China: Identifying the true role of state
ownership

China’s gradualized enterprise reform, which is characterized by marketization prior to 1995 and privat-
ization after 1995, offers us a unique opportunity to answer Peltzman’s (1971) question: “how will the
ownership alone affect the firms behavior?” Using the Chinese Industrial Survey dataset during 1999 to
2007 with the counterfactual experiment decomposing the total effect of ownership into the structur-
al and composition effects, we successfully isolate the privatization impact from the marketization ef-
fect, and identify the roles of specific firm characteristics such as age, asset, liquidity, leverage, cash flow
and region characteristics for the first time that drive the productivity difference across quantiles. With
four industries, we find that private firms outperform their state-owned counterparts, which effect is
mostly driven by the (pre-privatization) marketization effect across productivity quantiles. Notably, the
“grasp the large and let go of the small” privatization policy is especially effective in closing the produc-
tivity gap between state-owned and private enterprises at the lower end of the productivity distribu-
tion, but the structural change from privatization alone may not necessarily bring productivity gains.
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Zdzistaw Puslecki
Adam Mickiewicz University, Poland
zdzislaw.puslecki@amu.edu.pl

Pressures of Changes in Foreign Trade Policy and Geoeconomic Risks

The main aim of the article is presentation pressures of changes in foreign trade policy and geoeco-
nomic risks. The subject of the discussion and theoretical contribution in the undertaken research pro-
gram is presents international business before 2025, the rise of importance of bilateral agreements
in foreign trade policy, new global economic context: uncertainty drives lower growth expectations,
the spectre of low growth, uncertainty and financial turbulence, global macrofinancial conditions to
remain tight, developing economies in the challenging global context, international markets, dyna-
mism of merchandise trade fades away, capital flows to developing countries: compound risks, private
financial flows and public debt, the macroeconomic effects of tariffs, commodity markets not immune
to global uncertainty. The uptick in activity towards the end of 2024 mainly reflects a front-loading of
trade orders and consumption spending in anticipation of tariff measures and consequent increas-
es in the prices of affected goods. In other words, the dynamism observed in the closing months of
2024 and early weeks of 2025 will prove transitory. Amid escalating trade tensions, developing coun-
tries should leverage existing trade relationships and seek out multilateral frameworks and regional ar-
rangements to boost intraregional as well as South-South trade. A strategy of “open regionalism”can of-
fer a workable alternative to the global stalemate and a pathway to achieving development objectives.

Rafal Kamprowski
Adam Mickiewicz University, Poland
rafal.kamprowski@amu.edu.pl

Rare earth elements in national security strategies: a comparative
analysis of US, Japanese and Australian policies

In the face of increasing geopolitical rivalry and energy transition, access to rare earth elements (REEs)
has become a key element of national security strategies. These raw materials are essential for mod-
ern civilian and military technologies, and their global supply remains highly concentrated, particularly
in China. The purpose of this article is to provide a comparative analysis of the national security strat-
egies of three countries - the United States, Japan and Australia - with a particular focus on their ap-
proaches to accessing, controlling and securing the supply of REEs. The research problem is to deter-

Indo-Pacific in the Era of Tectonic Shifts: Responses and Strategies to Geopolitical and Geoeconomic Challenges



mailto:zdzislaw.puslecki%40amu.edu.pl%0D?subject=
mailto:rafal.kamprowski%40amu.edu.pl%0D?subject=

THE 14TH ASIA-PACIFIC INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE Authors & Abstracts

mine how the selected countries - the United States, Japan and Australia - integrate issues of access to
rare earths into their national security strategies and what instruments they use to minimize their de-
pendence on China. The analysis shows that, despite their differing roles as importers (US, Japan) and
exporters (Australia), all three countries treat REEs as a component of strategic autonomy, taking steps to
diversify supply, develop domestic processing technologies and build partnerships with other countries.

Paulina Urban
University of Bialystok, Poland

p.urban@uwb.edu.pl

RCEP and CPTPP as Strategic Responses to Geoeconomic Shifts in the
Indo-Pacific

In the context of a strategic response to tectonic shifts, the role of megaregional trade agreements such as
the RCEP and CPTPP has become increasingly important. RCEP and CPTPP were established as a result of
growing uncertainty regarding security and global trade management. RCEP was initiated by ASEAN, with
China providing support for the agreement’s creation. It's a model of a market-based approach to integra-
tion, and its main objective is to reduce or remove barriers between countries with different levels of eco-
nomic development. CPTPP was mainly initiated by Japan and countries that shared Japan's approach to
integration, after the U.S. withdrew from the original form of the agreement, TPP. It's a high-standard agree-
ment that focuses primarily on regulatory frameworks, intellectual property, and supply chain processes.
A comparative analysis reveals the impact of RCEP on strengthening East Asia’s position in global val-
ue chains. In contrast, CPTPP presents a model of economic governance that challenges Chinese and
American influence. Both agreements share goals and principles, but their approaches exemplify two
different premises of Indo-Pacific regionalism. It's a defensive attempt to adapt to global instability, and
on the other, it's an effort to build strong institutions. The paper argues that megaregionalism in East
and Southeast Asia goes beyond trade liberalization. It can be said to be a tool for managing differ-
ences in economic development and raising regional awareness. In an era of tectonic shifts, RCEP and
CPTPP underscore the role of the Indo-Pacific region as a center for new forms of regional cooperation.
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Magdalena Szymczak
University of Economics in Katowice, Poland
maqdalena.szymczak@ue.katowice.pl

Socio-economic transformation of regions — lessons from Korea’s New
Village Movement and Poland’s post-communist transformation

The problem of regional transformation is not only relevant to the financial sphere but also has
a significant impact on the social sphere. Especially now, in the era of tectonic shifts, post-indus-
trial changes in regions and their financing are particularly important. In the 1970s, South Ko-
rea saw the launch of the New Village Movement, which served as a model for the develop-
ment of rural areas in Korea. In Poland, particularly in Silesia, there were also dynamic changes in
the area of industrial restructuring after 1989. The presentation focuses on comparing both phe-
nomena - the New Village Movement and the transformation of Silesia Voivodeship - using sim-
ple statistical indicators and evaluating them through the prism of socio-economic changes.

Julia Majewska
Wroclaw University of Economics and Business, Poland
julia.majewska@ue.wroc.pl

Space as a Geopolitical Tool: Indo-Pacific Responses to Geopolitical
and Technological Shifts

The Indo-Pacific region is rapidly developing its space sectors, clearly aiming to achieve strategic auton-
omy in space. This process transforms the space sector into a significant geopolitical instrument, align-
ing with the paradigm of the new space economy, which is shaped by three pivotal trends: commercial-
ization, deregulation, and privatization. The growing commitment of regional states to building space
capabilities is reflected, among other things, in the structure of their national space budgets, which
are the focus of this study. The research aims to identify and characterize the diversity in the allocation
of public funds for space activities, with a particular emphasis on the ratio of civil to defense expendi-
tures. The study focuses on the Indo-Pacific region, where the dynamics of these processes are partic-
ularly pronounced. The methodology combines a critical analysis of existing literature with inferential
methods, demonstrating that despite the consistent growth of global space budgets, their prioritiza-
tion remains heterogeneous, reflecting varying national strategies for space exploration and utilization.
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Sandhya Nepal
Manish Jung Pulami
University of Warsaw, Poland

s.nepal@uw.edu.pl

Strategic Convergence of Australia and India in the “Indo” of the Indo-
Pacific Region

With the rise of the Indo-Pacific as a central geopolitical construct, strategic discourse has increas-
ingly shifted toward the Indian Ocean, the “Indo” in the Indo-Pacific region. Traditionally perceived as
distinct actors in the Pacific and Indian Ocean regions respectively, Australia and India are now con-
fronting shared geopolitical and geo-economic challenges that are drawing them into deeper stra-
tegic alignment. The growing influence of China across maritime domains, coupled with intensifying
US-China rivalry, has elevated the Indian Ocean’s importance for both states, especially in matters of
open trade, energy security, and regional stability. This study investigates how Australia and India con-
ceptualize the Indian Ocean as a geopolitical and geo-economic space, and how these conceptualiza-
tions influence their strategic behaviour in the region. It examines the nature of emerging challeng-
es - such as maritime security, trade route vulnerabilities, and energy dependencies - and explores the
factors driving their strategic convergence. Methodologically, the study employs inductive analysis to
examine a wide range of secondary sources, including official policy documents, strategic white pa-
pers, ministerial speeches, and academic literature. By identifying recurring themes, shared narratives,
and policy alignments, the analysis aims to construct a grounded understanding of how both states
define their interests and roles in the Indian Ocean. This approach allows for theory-building from
the data rather than testing pre-existing hypotheses, offering an empirically rooted account of strate-
gic convergence. The paper contributes to broader debates on Indo-Pacific regional order by empha-
sizing the centrality of the Indian Ocean to emerging middle-power partnerships and by highlight-
ing the normative and strategic implications of India-Australia cooperation in this maritime space.
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Kamil Opara
University of Warsaw, Poland

k.opara@uw.edu.pl

The Evolution of the Desecuritization of the South China Sea Disputes
in the Speeches of the Premier of the People’s Republic of China at
China-ASEAN Summits during the Xi Jinping Era

The concept of desecuritization, developed by representatives of the Copenhagen School (including B.
Buzan, O.Waever, and J. de Wilde), refers to a discursive practices in which certain issues gradually cease to
be perceived as threats as a result of actions aimed at their limitation or elimination. According to L. Han-
sen’s interpretation, desecuritization may take the form of marginalizing security-related issues within dis-
course or replacing them with alternative themes. The analytical framework proposed by scholars of (de)
securitization can be applied to the study of the foreign policy narratives of the People’s Republic of Chi-
na (PRC) directed toward the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), particularly regarding the
most contentious dimension of this complex relationship — the disputes in the South China Sea. This study
examines the quantitative and contextual use of specific terms (categories) by the Premier of the PRC in
speeches delivered at China—ASEAN summits during the Xi Jinping era. On this basis, the study identifies
an intensification of desecuritization in references to the South China Sea disputes — manifested in the
promotion of non-confrontational elements, such as cooperation and mutual benefits. This tendency can
be interpreted as an attempt to mitigate perceptual dissonance between Beijing's official foreign policy
narrative and its assertive and coercive actions undertaken in the maritime domain. The explanation and
interpretation of this phenomenon contribute to advancing the scholarly understanding of China’s for-
eign policy discourse in relation to a strategically pivotal region in international politics — Southeast Asia.

Beata Pietkiewicz-Pareek
University of Wroctaw, Poland
beatapietkiewicz@gmail.com

The hidden curriculum of madrasas in Rajasthan, India

The hidden curriculum of madrasas in India is examined in this essay, with an emphasis on how power
dynamics, rituals, informal practices, and spatial arrangements influence students’ identities and worl-
dviews outside of the official religious curriculum. Although madrasas are frequently examined from a
theological, pedagogical, or political perspective, the hidden curriculum exposes less obvious socializa-
tion processes that shape ideas of gender roles, authority, discipline, and group belonging. The study
emphasizes how daily routines—such as prayer schedules, teacher-student hierarchies, spatial segre-
gation of genders, and communal living—transmit implicit messages about obedience, moral con-
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duct, and collective identity. It draws on critical pedagogy and the anthropology of education. In In-
dia, where Muslims are a religious minority, the hidden curriculum also contributes to the preservation
of their culture and sense of solidarity with the Hindu majority. A compromise between tradition and
modernity is suggested by the hybrid forms of knowledge transmission created by recent reforms that
incorporate secular courses into madrasa education. The study’s foundation is fieldwork carried out in
February 2024 in Rajasthani coranic schools and madrasas as part of a University of Wroctaw-funded
research fellowship. It suggests that studying madrasas’ covert curricula offers a greater understand-
ing of the intricate relationships between minority identity, education, and religion in South Asia.

Paramitaningrum
Binus University, Indonesia
paramitaningrum@binus.edu

The role of sustainable gastronomy in strengthening EU-Indonesian
relations to minimise the risks in the Indo-Pacific Region: a
preliminary study

Sustainable gastronomy is considered a new concept, although it has been launching since 2018.
Sustainable gastronomy covers multidisciplinary subjects, which creates many opportunities to ex-
plore. However, there is still little literature on sustainable gastronomy, and most of it is related to oth-
er subjects, such as tourism, food, agriculture, and engineering. But it also means the richness of po-
tential future discussion.n the Indo-Pacific region, including Indonesia, sustainable gastronomy
can play a pivotal role in minimising risks related to several key issues such as environmental degra-
dation, food security, and cultural preservation. Furthermore, the involvement of multiple stake-
holders holds significant importance. The presence of the EU, which has vast expertise and experi-
ence in food sustainability and gastronomy with its Farm to Fork concept, can be a suitable partner
for Indonesia. Therefore, implementing sustainable gastronomy in Indonesia will involve (1) poli-
cy development; (2) international collaboration; (3) cultural and economic initiatives; and (4) ed-
ucation and awareness. By integrating these strategies, sustainable gastronomy can significantly
contribute to minimising risks, building resilience in the Indo-Pacific region, and strengthening the In-
donesian-EU partnership to promote a healthier, more equitable, and environmentally secure future.
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Sebastian Bobowski

Bogustawa Drelich-Skulska

Wroclaw University of Economics and Business, Poland
sebastian.bobowski@ue.wroc.pl

Towards Sustainable Gender Equality: The Womenomics Experience in
Japan

Womenomics — a concept introduced by Kathy Matsui in 1999 and later adopted by Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe as part of Japan's economic revitalization strategy — has sparked debate on the role of
women in driving growth and innovation. While progress over the past decade is visible, questions
remain about the durability of these changes and their alignment with the UN Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals (SDGs). This presentation explores the origins and main features of womenomics, Japan's
position in global gender equality rankings, and the policy’s contribution to sustainable development.

Sofya Chashchina
Poznan University of Economics and Business, Poland
sofya.chashchina@phd.ue.poznan.pl

Trade routes through mountains and deserts: on the infrastructure of
Asian transport corridors

Asian transport corridors are being established to enhance trade and economic cooperation be-
tween China and other Asian countries. The countries through which these transport routes run vary
in terms of their level of economic development and physical infrastructure. Furthermore, there are
no uniform standards for the movement and storage of cargo. Another important issue is the need
to change modes of transport during transit — in other words, the requirement for intermodal trans-
port solutions. These circumstances necessitate cooperation between countries at the highest level.
In particular, China is proposing and implementing a number of interstate economic initiatives. One
such initiative is the creation and development of transport corridors, also known as economic corri-
dors. Essential elements of these corridors include logistics infrastructure such as roads, railways, bridg-
es, transhipment centres and storage facilities, as well as appropriate technical and ICT facilities. The
transport corridors that are currently operating dynamically include the following international connec-
tions, which were initiated by China: The China-Pakistan corridor, the Bangladesh-China-India-Myan-
mar corridor, and the China-Central Asia-Western Asia corridor. This study focuses on the characteris-
tics and trends in the development and operation of selected contemporary Asian transport corridors,
as well as the organisational and financial issues involved in their establishment and management.
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Magdalena Markiewicz
University of Gdansk, Poland
maqgdalena.markiewicz@ug.edu.pl

Understanding China’s renminbi strategy: full or partial
internationalisation path to financial stability

Since the late 2010s, and following the inclusion of the renminbi (RMB) in the IMF's SDR basket in 2016,
China’s approach to currency internationalization has undergone a significant strategic shift. Initial-
ly seen as an economic modernization project aimed at enhancing China's global financial integra-
tion, RMB internationalization has evolved into a broader resilience strategy shaped by concerns over
sanctions, financial weaponization, and the intensification of the US-China rivalry. Building on previ-
ous analyses of the RMB's role in the financial system, this paper examines China’s deliberate shift to-
wards partial internationalization. Rather than pursuing full capital liberalization, Chinese policymak-
ers have expanded the use of the RMB in trade, investment, and cross-border payment systems, while
maintaining strict capital controls. This approach aims to strengthen financial security and reduce vul-
nerability to external shocks, even if it means limiting the RMB's potential as a reserve currency. The
study employs a qualitative content analysis of policy documents, official speeches, and central bank
reports from 2016 to 2025 to identify the drivers, mechanisms, and trade-offs of this evolving strate-
gy. It concludes by outlining a research agenda on three questions: how partial internationalization
reshapes the global monetary balance of power; to what extent RMB's strategic use in trade, invest-
ment, and digital finance (e-CNY) offsets limited liberalization; and how central bank digital curren-
cies (CBDCs) may challenge China's geoeconomic approach. The findings contribute to debates on
the interaction between state strategy, financial security, and market dynamics, highlighting how
partial internationalization both mitigates exposure to shocks and constrains the RMB's global role.

Marek Musiot
University of Wroctaw, Poland
marek.musiol@uwr.edu.pl

Weaponization of Water in the Securitization Process of the Rogun
Dam and the Aral Sea in Central Asia

Water security is a critical geopolitical issue, particularly in regions where water resources are
scarce and politically contested. This paper examines the weaponization of water in Central Asia, fo-
cusing on the securitization of the Rogun Dam in Tajikistan and the Aral Sea crisis. Applying the se-
curitization theory framework, the study explores how water is framed as a security threat and lev-
eraged as a strategic tool by state and non-state actors. The Rogun Dam, a major hydroelectric
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project, has been a source of regional tensions, with downstream countries perceiving it as a po-
tential threat to their water access. Meanwhile, the Aral Sea’s environmental degradation has trig-
gered socio-political instability, exacerbating water-related conflicts. This analysis evaluates the role
of political discourse, international negotiations, and economic dependencies in shaping hydropo-
litical dynamics. The findings contribute to a broader understanding of water weaponization as a
mechanism of power in transboundary water management. The study underscores the need for co-
operative governance to mitigate conflicts and ensure sustainable water security in theregion.

Marcin Majewski
Wroctaw University of Economics and Business, Poland
marcin.majewski@ue.wroc.pl

What Drives Reshoring? Evidence from U.S. Firms and the Changing
Role of Asia

Global supply chains are being redefined. After decades of offshoring to Asia, many U.S. compa-
nies are now bringing production back home. This presentation explores what drives this reshoring
wave, focusing on how foreign direct investment, export performance, and rising uncertainty in Asia
shape corporate decisions. Using data from 2010 to 2023, the analysis reveals that stronger US. ex-
ports and higher FDI engagement significantly increase the likelihood of firms relocating operations
domestically. Beyond numbers, the talk discusses how the growing costs of production in Asia, trade
tensions, and supply chain disruptions have transformed the logic of globalization. Reshoring is no
longer just about cost; it is about resilience, control, and strategic adaptation to an uncertain world.
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Aleksandra Nacewska-Twardowska
University of Lodz, Poland
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Who Carries China to America? Indirect Value Added and Intermediary
States in US-China Trade

This paper explores how Chinese exports to the United States have been restructured in the wake of
tariff escalation and geopolitical tensions. Moving beyond bilateral statistics, we focus on the grow-
ing role of indirect pathways, where Chinese value added (VA) is embedded in third countries’ ex-
ports to the US Using the Asian Development Bank’s Multi-Regional Input-Output Tables and the icio
package in Stata, we decompose exports into direct domestic value added (DDVA) and indirect do-
mestic value added (IDVA). We identify intermediary countries that “carry” Chinese VA to the US and
rank them by the share of Chinese VA in their gross exports. A sectoral profile highlights industries
through which indirect flows are concentrated. We also compare Chinese and domestic VA inten-
sities in intermediaries’ exports, distinguishing between hubs that primarily assemble Chinese con-
tent and those contributing their own. Finally, we introduce a “detour factor” that captures the ratio
of indirect to direct Chinese VA in US imports. Preliminary evidence points to a rising reliance on in-
direct channels after 2018, with a small number of intermediary economies dominating this rerout-
ing. These findings provide new insights into the hidden architecture of US-China trade relations.
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